
September 6, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach presided over the meeting due to Chairman Gunderson being absent.  Vice Chair 
Bommersbach opened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All other commissioners were 
present.   
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the 
addition of bids for the removal of the two trees on the courthouse grounds, and also noted that Galen Cariveau, 
HR, would not be attending the meeting due to health concerns, but David Stene would bring the information on 
the new hires to the board at 10:45 a.m.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by Vice Chair Bommersbach was approval of the minutes from the August 2nd 
meeting.  Commissioner Hall noted she had read the minutes and would make a motion to approve them as 
submitted.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Approval of the minutes of the August 18th meeting was the next item brought forward by Vice Chair 
Bommersbach.  Commissioner Hall brought forward a motion to approve the minutes of the August 18th meeting 
as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
The next item brought forward was the written request of Robert and Carlene Smith to repurchase their previously 
forfeited properties in Twin Valley by paying the back taxes and fees in order to repurchase their home as well as 
the two parcels consisting of the Twin Valley Mobile Home Park.  Parcels identified as 32-8600000, 32-8602000 
and 32-8603000.  A/T Hanson read the letter from Robert Smith asking for board approval of the repurchase.  Kyle 
Larson of United Valley Bank was in attendance and had a check for the back taxes and fees needed to repurchase 
the property.    Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow the repurchase of the three parcels forfeited for 
non-payment of taxes.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will get 
the paperwork started for submission to the State of MN for the repurchase of the properties.   
 
The next item of discussion was the bid received for the trimming or removal of the two trees on the courthouse 
grounds that appear to be diseased, the birch tree on the east edge and the basswood, also known as a linden, on 
the west edge.  A bid was received from Carr’s Tree Service of Ottertail, but nothing from the two other vendors 
contacted by custodian, Kelly Kappes.  The estimate for trimming the dead branches on the birch was $450.00 with 
a recommendation for removal as they noted signs of bronze birch beetle, and felt the tree would not survive.  The 
trimming of the linden was estimated at $225.00, but removal was also recommended on that tree.  The cost of 
removal, including hauling and stump grinding of the birch tree was $1500.00, with cost of removal of the linden 
for removal, including hauling and stump grinding at $600.00.  Due to the conversation had with the custodian, 
Commissioner Bommersbach felt we should wait to see if any additional quotes came in by end of day, as he 
understood that Mr. Kappes had indicated that the bids were to be submitted by September 6th, and he felt that 
would include until the end of the day today.  Commissioners agreed to table this until a later time to allow bids to 
be received up until end of day on September 6th.  
 
The next item of brought forward by Vice Chair Bommersbach was to set the General Election Canvassing Board 
date and time.  A/T Hanson made the recommendation of November 10th at 10:30 a.m. due to the fact that the 
board has the Social Services meeting that morning, and also the fact that the courthouse is closed on November 
11th, which is Veterans Day.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to set the General Election Canvassing Board as 
November 10th at 10:30 a.m.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Discussion was 
held following as to which Commissioners would be serving on the board, and it was noted that Commissioners 



Bommersbach and Gunderson were the only two that would be eligible, since the other three commissioners are 
on the ballot.  Commissioner Bommersbach asked what would happen if one of the commissioners was unable to 
attend on that particular day, would the canvassing board still be able to be held.  A/T Hanson noted that yes, as 
long as all other members were present, or at least three of the members in order to have a quorum.  Members of 
the Canvassing Board consist of two commissioners, the mayor of the largest city in the county, or a person 
representing the mayor, as well as the court administrator, or a representative of the court administrator’s office, 
and the county auditor or election official of the county.   
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach then asked if commissioners had been able to review the bills that had been submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to pay the bills as submitted:   
 
Revenue - $36,916.98   E-911 - $3,125.95   Road & Bridge - $169,566.07 
 
Building - $15,952.15   County EDA – $999.00  Public Health - $1,180.93 
 
Solid Waste - $14.10   County Homes - $217.50  Airport - $ 1,355.75 
 
TOTAL - $ 229,328.43  
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:15 a.m. Mitch Berg, Program Director for the Retired Senior Volunteer Program of the RRV, RSVP, addressed 
the board with a request of a $1,500.00 appropriation for 2023 for RSVP.  Mr. Berg shared with the board that 
RSVP serves 7 counties in NW Minnesota, with 5 counties contributing funding.  Mr. Berg also shared that Norman 
County volunteers have given 705 hours of volunteer time.  Mr. Berg also highlighted a few of their programs 
consisting of the SAIL Program which is an exercise program for seniors held twice a week, the Food Shelf, Senior 
Meal Program and the Handy Person Program.  Mr. Berg also presented an idea to the board on emerald ash 
borer, where the University of MN-Crookston would submit an application for a grant to DNR to create a database 
of existing ash trees within the cities in Norman County, which would be helpful if and when Norman County finds 
emerald ash borer.  Commissioners felt Mr. Berg should contact the cities within the county to see if they are 
interested in a program to do this.   
 
At 9:33 a.m. Stacy Erickson, County Recorder, addressed the board with a request to extend the contract with Kari 
Aanenson, to work on 1996 and further back, on the indexing project which could continue to be funded by the 
Compliance Fund and Technology Fund.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve extension of the 
contract with Kari Aanenson for an additional 6 months.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach called for a short break to resume the meeting at 9:45 a.m.  
 
At 9:45 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda items.  The first item on his 
agenda was a ditch petition received from Jacob Chisholm to petition in a portion of Section 33 into Ditch 25 which 
was not currently in the benefitting area so that he could tile the NE1/4 of Section 33, Pleasant View Township, 
and use Ditch 25 as an outlet for his drainage.  Consensus of the board was to add this ditch petition to the hearing 
date already set to address the Ditch 17 request, so to have this on October 4th at 10:15 a.m., as the Ditch 17 
hearing had been set for October 4th at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was construction updates on both road projects and the building 
project.  He noted that the CSAH 10 grading was complete and the fabric installation and gravel placement were 
underway working on the second mile of the project.  Engineer Berndt also noted the highway building is 
progressing, the footings are complete, grade beam construction is underway, approximately 70% complete.   
 



Engineer Berndt then informed the board that Cass, Clay, Norman and Polk Counties are trying to join together to 
submit a grant to MnDOT to replace the Georgetown and Nielsville bridges.  Rich Sanders, Polk County Engineer is 
going to take the lead on this.  They are hoping with a larger project involving more counties, that hopefully 
MnDOT will look to fund it in upcoming funding cycles.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with an update on flood damage throughout the county, 
with the weather events of April 12-20th and April 22nd and the processes moving forward with FEMA and the State 
of Minnesota. 
 
Mr. Johanson then brought forward information on the Solid Waste Grant Update, noting it is a nine-county group, 
and the grant was turned down the first round.  They are now working to put in a new grant to study options as to 
whether they close landfills, build a transfer station, or build a sanitary landfill with liner and leachate collection.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that he had placed the solid waste tipping fee on the agenda, and after looking closer at 
this, decided an increase is not needed.  Mr. Johanson also provided the board with information on tipping fees for 
the Norman County Demolition Landfill operated by Glen Visser, and what can and cannot be brought to the demo 
landfill.  He also provided some operational costs and revenue inputs for the demo landfill as well as usage.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with HR updates due to the absence of Galen Cariveau, HR 
Consultant.  Mr. Stene noted that the clerk position in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office had been accepted by Mandy 
Nikle of Ada, and her first day of employment would be September 19th.   This will bring the A/T Office to be fully 
staffed.   
 
Mr. Stene also noted that the part-time position in the Extension Office for the Office Support Position was offered 
to Kristin Erbe of Gary, and her first day of employment will be September 13th.   
 
The last update was to a Social Worker Position in Adult Services which applicants were recruited and one 
candidate was interviewed and offered the position; but ultimately turned down the position due to the commute 
involved.  The position is being reopened at this time.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Jason Hastings, County Attorney, addressed the board noting that he had nothing for the board at 
this time, and asked if they had anything for him.  The county board noted that at this time they had no matters to 
discuss and thanked Attorney Hastings for the update.   
 
At 10:35 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with results from the vision plan survey sent to employees, 
and noted that overall employees were interested in changing over to the VSP Vision Plan from the current plan, as 
it would afford them the opportunity to use a local provider.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to change the 
vision insurance provider to VSP which allows employees to use a local vendor.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The second item on Mr. Stene’s agenda was authorization to transfer $1,000,000 of the county American Rescue 
Plan funds to the Building Fund for the Highway Building project.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
transfer $1,000,000 of the county American Rescue Plan funds to the Building Fund.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item brought forward was discussion on the Assessor’s budget and Jill Murray, joined the meeting for 
this.  She explained that her budget could be decreased in the area of vehicle insurance and the temporary 
employee, as she did not have a project that she would need a temporary employee to assist with in 2023.  She 
also noted that the reason the line item for dues and fees,  was not fully used in 2021, was that conferences were 
still not being held “in person” but virtually, so registration fees, lodging and mileage were not fully used, but she is 
anticipating that 2023 those conferences will be once again “in person” and the staff will be attending more 
trainings in person.   
 



Assessor Murray also discussed the initial fly-over done by EagleView, and that she now had the initial files, and 
they were going to be put into the GIS program by Pro-West and would be updated for use by public as well as 
staff.  Jill noted that EagleView did have to repeat a few township areas, but the first flight is now complete.  Ms. 
Murray did note that the initial fly-over had been done using Buffer Compliance Funds and she requested that the 
next fly-over done in 2023 also be paid for from the Buffer Funds, and then in 2024 the assessments instituted in 
2023 should be able to cover the cost of the 2024 fly-over.  Ms. Murray noted the 2023 payment should be 
$22,710 to EagleView.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to use $22,710 from the Buffer Funds in 2023 for 
the fly-over and then in 2024 assessments instituted in 2023 will be used.  Commissoiner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach noted the next meeting will be September 15th, at which time the board will need to set 
the preliminary levy.   Vice Chair Bommersbach asked if there was anything more for the board, and upon deciding 
that everything had been covered, adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.  
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Steve Bommersbach, Vice Chair    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


